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Peashooter, be prepared also to build a fence
to protect it from your overly enthusiastic
scale buffs, because I guarantee you this bird
draws attention like no other model!

For actually building the Peashooter, I'll
start with its weight. The weight makes the
difference between a feather and a brick. For
the Peashooter, we want a feather.
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To achieve the feather weight, some care-
ful wood selection must take priority. Your
adhesive resin (epoxy or polyester), covermg
and finish will all add to the welght 50 také
them into consideration. This is a model
where you may be tempted to go wild with
a super finish. Who could resist?

But, be careful. Large airplanes require a

Ready for paint, the Peashooter cowl can. -
hide that big Kioritz with no problems. -

lot of paint, and it adds up. My preference .
is Super MonoKote. Now don’t balk! Some
of the most beautiful airplanes around are
finished with this plastic miracle. If done: -
properly, there isno cnverlng lighter or more .
beautiful. -

My method is to sand the wood super
smooth, then fill the pores and cracks with
a super-thin layer of auto body polyester
filler, such as Black Magic or White Streak,
then sand smooth again. Apply a coat of
Coverite Baisarite and then cover with Super
Coverite. Over the Covcrltc the Super :
MonoKaote is applied. -

Try my method. You waI be surprised at
the results: No grain, no bubbles and no-
wrinkles. Beautiful! You can even use
MonoKote over the fiberglass wheel lairings
with no bubbles.

How about a few pointers for the fuselage
construction? The fuselage is easy to build
but takes time and careful fitting. After all
the parts are cut according to the plans, make
two- crutches 47 in. long, arld slip the
bulkheads into position.

As you will note on the plans, the ermre

 inside of the fuselage is removed aft of F4,

so perforate the bulkheads as described. This
method will insure against the making of a
banana against your will. The strips that
form the outer shape are cut from ¥« in. sheet
blasa using the Master A1rscrew Balsa :
Stripper. '

Remember to take your tlme here and

High headrest is a design factor that
gives the P-26 much of its unusual look.




Fully faired tail wheel is accurate and
functional; Dan is & real craftsman.” .

make each strip it perfectly. The results will
be worth the effort. Mark the location of the
wing cutout so you will know where to cut

when the fuselage is completely covered. -

Also, mark for the cockpit cutout.

The Peashooter also has a long tail and a
short naose, so keep everything rear of the CG
as light as possible. Do not sacrifice strength
for weight and, again, do be prudent in your
wood selection.

Since the Peashooter’s nose is so short,
you can really beef-up the front end. You

will note that there is a % in. firewall. You

could even use a 1 in. firewall if you wish,
but don’t go less than % in. These big
engines require some strength up fronat. I do
not use shock engine mounts but, instead,
let the fuselage absorb the vibes. By deoing
so, I have achieved increased engine perfor-
mance over the shock-mount method, .

Also, covering on a model of this size can
add up to a lot of pounds in weight, so be
very careful about that beautiful finish, My
model was 21 b, less fuel, off the board, and
I was surprised that it balanced out perfect-
ly. T used a Kioritz 2.4 cid for power, and
was very happy with that selection.

You will undoubtedly have your own
powerplant choice, but I have found the
Kioritz hard to beat. It’s a heck of an engine.
A 20x10 prop seems to be the best selection
for performance. My Kioritz turns about
7,000 rpm and pulls the model straight up.

The wing is well able to carry this load,

ost chainsaw engines run best in the in-

- verted position, Kioritz is no exception.

WODEL: A\RFLARE 1

50 build accordingly. And be sure to build
into the wing at least a 1 in. wash-out. The
center section and the landing-gear supports
will also need to be beefed-up. Qutside of
that, use light ply or even balsa. The spars

are doubled out to rib W-10.

Well, enough of all that construction.

How about flying my Peashooter? Without

the Peashooter’s aerodynamic moment, per-

‘a doﬁbt, it is the smoothest, most responsive
and groovingest model I have built to date.
For those of you who remember the Taurus, "

formance and speed (about 50 mph) are quite.”

similar. At 50 mph the Peashooter is ab- *

(Continued on page 36)._ s
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